HITLER
raised their heads. Hitler's references to the Jews are
always characterized by the deepest hatred and a com-
plete absence of the critical spirit. What, we may ask,
are his real ideas on this vital subject? We cannot con-
fidently say that we know what they are. Nor is the
mysterious anti-Semitic policy of the Third Reich calcu-
lated to enlighten us. The ideas which the author of
Mein Kampf seems to adumbrate regarding the develop-
ment of the Jewish nation throughout the world are so
clumsy that we cannot help wondering whether they
are not to be regarded as gaudy mythical pictures de-
liberately intended to stir the crowd, the rank and file
of the fighting forces, to action, rather than as the rea-
soned conclusions of a sincere and sober mind.
For Hitler, the famous Protocoles des Sages de Sion (that
Messianic essay, which some have held to be nothing
less than a work of the agent-provocateur order, manu-
factured by the Tzarist police on the pattern of a French
pamphlet against Napoleon III) present, in all essentials,
the Jewish plan for the conquest and enslavement of the
world. He speaks of the Jews not merely as a danger for
the whole of Western civilization, but as a mysterious
secret society that never loses sight of its aim or of the
means to attain it, an elaborate organization which he
is ready and eager to expose and which is apparently
directed by an invisible High Command in America,
England or Jerusalem. Nor can it be denied that to
embody an enemy in a certain group of persons and to
imagine the existence of an all-powerful secret society is
excellent propaganda. As a counterblast to Hitler's
Jewish Council, the Marxists bring forward their
247